
IN THE STATE COURT OF COWETA COUNTY 
2025 AUG 2 I : 1 4: I I 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
cc1

·.-.-:~·1 .. ·.~. t : ; r1. G.4 
STANDING ORDER REGARDING CRIMINAL ~C-i(SE.P.RO.C.EDIJim" ~~ 

FOR CRIMINAL CASE CALENDARS 

PURPOSE OF ORDER 

The purpose of this order is as follows : to provide a procedure for criminal cases that appear on 

State Court of Coweta County ("the Court") criminal calendars and establish a clear policy for the filing 

of waivers, motions, leaves of absences, and conflict notices and being placed on calendars. Further, this 

Order supersedes all previous standing orders related to waivers of arraignment. 

EXPLANATION OF CALENDARS 

For criminal cases, the Court has established a yearly calendar that has certain dates for criminal 

cases. These calendars are arraignment calendars (regular, interpreter, jail, and traffic violations bureau 

( collectively "arraignment calendar"), motions calendars, bench trial calendars, and jury trial calendars. 

On arraignment calendars, among other tasks, the Court arraigns criminal defendants, accepts pleas, and 

receives status updates on certain cases. On motion calendars, the Court hears pretrial motions, to include, 

but not be limited to, motions to suppress, immunity motions, Daubert motions, demurrers, and other 

dispositive and non-dispositive motions. On bench trial calendars, the Court conducts trials without juries 

in which the Court is the finder of fact and law. Finally, on jury trial calendars, the Court presides over the 

selection and trial of trials with juries selected from the citizens of Coweta County as the finders of fact 

and the Court as the finder of the law that will apply to the trial. 

WAIVERS OF ARRAIGNMENT 

When an arraignment date is set pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 17-7-91 and Ga. Unif. Super. Ct. Rule 

30.1 , a defendant or defendant's counsel may file a written waiver of arraignment as allowed by law. 

Subject to the specific requirements below, upon the filing of the waiver of arraignment, defendant and 

counsel for defendant will be excused automatically from the first such arraignment calendar, unless a 

Rule Nisi specifically ordering defendant to appear is filed by the Court. The automatic excusal from 

apperance shall only apply to the first scheduled arraignment regardless of when counsel for 

defendant enters the case. All arraignment calendars subsequent to the first scheduled arraignment 
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calendar shall serve as status calendars and defendant and/or defendant's counsel are not excused from 

appearing absent specific permission from the Court. 

A waiver of arraignment must be filed no later than 12:00 p.m. (noon) the day prior to the 

scheduled arraignment and shall meet the following requirements: 

1) Be styled "Waiver of Arraignment"; 

2) List the current mailing address for defendant or defendant's counsel; 

3) List a valid email address for defendant or defendant's counsel; 

4) Enter defendant's plea (Ga. Unif. Super. Ct. Rule 30.2); 

5) List the type of calendar on which defendant wishes to be placed from the following types: 

a. Arraignment calendar, 

b. Bench trial calendar, 

c. Criminal motions calendar, 

d. Jury trial calendar (may only go directly to a jury trial calendar if there has been a 

written waiver of pre-trial motions filed with the Clerk to include a stipulation that all 

statements made by defendant were made freely and voluntarily, and where Miranda 

applies, that defendant knowingly and intelligently waived his/her Miranda rights (i.e. 

no Jackson v. Denno Hearing is requested); otherwise the case will be placed on a 

criminal motions calendar), and 

e. A failure to designate the requested calendar type will result in the case being 

placed on a second arraignment calendar for purpose of status, and defendant 

and counsel for defendant will not be excused by the filing of the initial waiver or 

subsequent waivers; 

6) Be signed and dated by defendant or defendant ' s counsel; and 

7) Show proof of service upon the Coweta County Solicitor-General's Office. 

Upon the filing of a waiver of arraignment, the case shall still be called on the first scheduled 

calendar. If defendant and/or defendant' s counsel are not present, notice of defendant's next court date 

shall be mailed to defendant and defendant's counsel (if any) by mail by the Clerk of the State Court of 

Coweta County. 

Should a case go directly from the initial arraignment calendar to a bench trial or motions calendar 

prior to defendant's review of discovery, if requested, and defendant chooses to enter a plea of guilty or 
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nolo contendere on the bench trial, motions calendar, or jury trial calendar, the Court may, in its 

discretion, only accept a non-negotiated plea. It is the policy of this Court to encourage that negotiations 

between the State and defendant, if any, take place before the case is scheduled on a bench trial calendar, 

motions calendar, or jury trial calendar. 

MOTIONS 

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 17-7-110, "[a]ll pretrial motions, including demurrers and special pleas, 

shall be filed within ten days after the date of arraignment, unless the time for filing is extended by the 

court" or is otherwise specifically set by law (see, by way of example but not limitation, Ga. Unif. Super. 

Ct. Rule 31.1 and O.C.G.A. § 17-7-113). This shall apply to the last arraignment calendar prior to the case 

being placed for the first time on a bench trial calendar, motions calendar, or jury trial calendar. 

Certain motions, to include but not be limited to motions to suppress, by law, must be 

particularized. Defendant may file preliminary, unparticularized motions and later amend such motions to 

particularize them as required by law. Such amendment to any motions must be filed and served upon the 

State not less than twenty (20) calendar days prior to the hearing of any such motion or five (5) calendar 

days after the date of service of discovery by the State, if discovery was requested by defendant, 

whichever first occurs. 

All Daubert motions must be filed and served upon the State not less than twenty (20) 

calendar days prior to the first set motions calendar or five (5) calendar days after the date of 

service of discovery by the State, if discovery was requested by defendant, whichever first occurs. 

The above shall not apply to motions in limine seeking the Court's ruling in advance of trial on 

evidentiary matters. These must be filed or raised prior to opening statements in any trial. 

All motions shall be filed with the Clerk of the State Court of Coweta County and served upon the 

opposing party. 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE 

All applications for leave of absence shall be filed pursuant to Ga. Unif. Super. Ct. Rules 16.1 and 

16.2. Counsel for defendant should notify their client of the conflict. The granting of a leave of absence, 

filed by counsel for defendant, does not excuse defendant from appearing in court. Counsel for defendant 

may submit a written request for their client to be excused from appearing at any court date on which 
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counsel has a filed leave of absence (with notice to the State). Failure of defendant to appear at a 

scheduled court date, without leave from the Court, will result in the issuance of a bench warrant and/or 

the issuance of a failure to appear. Should counsel fail to follow the procedures required by Ga. Unif. 

Super. Ct. Rules 16.1 and 16.2, the court may order a show cause hearing. 

NOTICE OF CONFLICT 

All notices of conflict and proposed resolutions to conflicts shall be filed pursuant to Ga. Unif. 

Super. Ct. Rule 17.1 and Ga. Unif. St. Ct. Rule 17.2. Counsel for defendant must state with specificity if 

they believe they will be able to make the scheduled court appearance or not and should notify their client 

of the conflict and their likelihood to appear. The filing of a notice of conflict by counsel for defendant 

does not excuse defendant from appearing in court. Counsel for defendant may submit a written request 

for their client to be excused from the appearing at any court date which counsel has filed a notice of 

conflict (with notice to the State). Failure of defendant to appear at a scheduled court date, without leave 

from the Court, will result in the issuance of a bench warrant and/or the issuance of a failure to appear. 

Should counsel fail to follow the procedures required by Ga. Unif. Super. Ct. Rule 17 .1 and Ga. Unif. St. 

Ct. Rule 1 7.2, the court may order a show cause hearing. 

GENERAL ITEMS 

This order shall be filed with the Clerk's Office and recorded in the minutes. It may be amended by 

the State Court judges when appropriate and shall remain in effect through the successions in office of the 

judges named herein. 

This Order supersedes the "Order on Filed Waiver of Arraignment in Traffic and Criminal Cases" 

filed July 2, 201 7 and any other previously filed standing order that covers the same topics. 

So ordered this i / s' day of August, 2025. n 
~ -- _ \ ~ ~ ==-------t-...L~~ 

Seay V anPatten Poulakos, Chief Judge 
State Court of Coweta County 

oweta County 

John Cunningham, 
State Court of Cowe 
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