
RURAL PLACES

The Rural Places Area is rural in character. Although there are existing areas of
increased density and commercial development, most of these locations are in
historic mill villages, community crossroads, and major highway corridors. 

The main factor preventing dense development is the lack of available water
and sewer. Most areas are so far from water and sewer that the option to
extend service is rendered unfeasible. Therefore, land-use regulations should
acknowledge the disparity by not permitting densities that would necessitate
sewer services. 

Investment into the expansion of water and sewer is not advised for the Rural
Places Area.  

Land-use regulations should not permit densities that have the potential to
create transportation capacity issues based on the current level of services and
annual average daily traffic (AADT).

Significant effort should be taken to preserve the rural character and preserve
agricultural resources. 

Farmland protection should be explored through right to farm policies. 

Commercial development should be for local services.

The Rural Places are primarily defined by the Comprehensive Plan’s Rural Places
Character area, land use analysis, average lot size, annual average daily traffic
counts, and zoning districts. 

The following are the characteristics and patterns of development in the Growth
Maintenance Area:
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RURAL PLACES

Over the past decade and since the last Comprehensive Plan update, growth 
has steadily increased in the Rural Place area. The Rural Places will continue 
to face increased development pressure through the timeline of the 
Comprehensive Plan. It is imperative that development does not outpace 
infrastructure in these rural places. 

Small commercial development should be directed to areas defined for such 
use  

Explore innovative land-use products to be in keeping with the surrounding 
community and minimize sprawl. 

Complete Communities may be permitted in areas defined by the 
comprehensive plan or have significant public support.
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