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The Rural Places character area designation in Coweta 
County is outside the urban service area and is
associated with low-density residential development and 
agricultural farm operations of varying sizes. In addition, 
the landscape of Rural Places includes forestry sites, 
natural resource conservation, and groundwater recharge 
areas.

This character area also include
small, neighborhood-serving 
commercial use and institutional uses. 

Open space here is often privately 
held in the form of individual farms 
and yards. As a result, civic and 
community recreation areas are 
limited.

Preservation of sensitive natural resources is essential. Therefore, this character area 
acknowledges the watersheds, wetlands, floodplains, and environmentally sensitive areas 
within. The Cedar Creek watershed and zoning district are within the Rural Places
Character Area.

THE RURAL PLACES
CHARACTER AREA SEEKS TO
PRESERVE THE ECONOMIC

FUNCTION OF AGRICULTURE,
LIVESTOCK, AND FORESTRY IN

COWETA COUNTY
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CORRESPONDING
ZONING

Rural Conservation (RC)  
Commercial Limited Services (C-LS)
Commerical-5

DENSITY
&

GROWTH STRATEGY

The Land Development Guidance
System limits density in most areas to

1  dwelling unit per five acres.

The growth strategy for this area isto
maintain our rural character by
limiting new development to uses that
are compatible with the rural 
environment.

PREDOMINANT
LAND USE

Agriculture 
Forestry

Undeveloped and natural areas
Low-density single-family residential

Civic/Institutional
Rural Village
Recreation
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DESIGN
Rural Places residential neighborhoods are characterized by single-family homes on
large lots, with a high degree of building separation and deep setbacks. A generous
tree canopy is typical of these neighborhoods and should be maintainedand 
encouraged. Clear-cutting and grading should be discouraged for new residential
development.

As infill development occurs, care should be taken to reflect the dimensions and
rural character of the existing landscape. Design should be human scale. New
development should follow guidelines for Traditional Neighborhood Development.

New non-residential development
should designate parking and loading
at the back of the buildings. This
design strategy maintains the rural
landscape by not cluttering the
viewshed with parking lots and
automobiles.

Residential Planned Development Projects
(R-PDP) along the major highway corridors
should be clustered and screened to
preserve rural views from the corridor.
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TRANSPORTATION
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Roadway safety improvements should consider roads
frequently shared with farm equipment to employ
traffic calming where needed.

On local roads in predominantly residential areas, traffic
calming methods should be encouraged. This may include
the following calming techniques:

o Transverse pavement markings
o Speed back signs
o MPH pavement legends
o Red pavement at stop signs

Conduct Infill Housing and Small Area Study to identify

and guide compatibility of new development.

Survey scenic  and historical features. Historic preservation may be considered on a

voluntary basis for homes and even neighborhoods built over 50 years ago that still maintain a

strong historical character and context.

Limit clearing and grading. Encourage the preservation of tree canopies.

Allow only appropriate zoning districts.

Encourage low-impact uses.

Reduce impervious cover in the Cedar Creek watershed.

Prepare a light ordinance to reduce evening glare and preserve the dark sky.

Encourage conventional agriculture use with creative land-use regulations and implementing

the right to farm zoning.

Encourage broadband incentives to extend coverage in rural areas. To provide the needed tech

infrastructure for modern farm technology.

IMPLEMENTATION
STRATEGIES
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THE COUNTY SHOULD CONTINUE TO
PRESERVE FARMING AND RURAL

PRESERVATION OPTIONS AS A VIABLE
AND IMPORTANT PART OF COWETA

COUNTY INDUSTRY BY MAINTAINING
LOW-DENSITY RESIDENTIAL

DEVELOPMENT AND RIGHT TO FARM
PRINCIPLES

VISIONING
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