
C O W E T A  C O U N T Y

Interstate
Gateway
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Interstate Gateways are broad corridors along I-85
serving the majority of regional traffic approaching
the community. These land areas surrounding the I-
85 interchanges create a corridor that provides a
powerful first impression and access into Coweta
County.  The Interchange Gateway character Area
(IG) intends to encourage innovative land use
concepts to develop appealing gateways into Coweta
for visitors while serving the residents and the
business community.

INTERSTATE GATEWAY

Redevelopment and new development should
facilitate a cohesive design that emphasizes local
character and discourages strip commercial
development. Complete communities and
Residential-Planned Development Projects located
within the Interstate Gateway could relieve
congestion on other corridors by creating
convenient, direct access to I-85 for nearby
residents.
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PREDOMINANT
LAND USE

Mixed-use 
Residential

Commercial  
Offices

GROWTH STRATEGY

CORRESPONDING 
ZONING

Increased density through residential
planned development projects and complete
communities should be considered for these
areas. The location of the Interstate Gateway
to nearby urban areas or town centers
provides ideal places for employment and
workforce housing. Furthermore, residing
within the location also provides the
opportunity for shorter vehicle miles traveled
to those whose daily commute travels
Interstate 85 or works in the nearby urban
areas. 
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DESIGN

Franchise architecture should be discouraged to
create a cohesive style reflecting the character of
the community. Instead, gateways should
emphasize place-making by identifying and creating
landmarks unique to the area. 

Traditional Neighborhood Design should be
encouraged for new Complete Communities and
enhanced aesthetics to include pedestrian access to
the nearby commercial destination. 

Interstate Gateways need distinct architectural and
landscaping guidelines. Innovative signage
guidelines should maintain an open landscape and
skyline. Tree canopies should be encouraged to
provide shade over parking lots and pedestrian
routes. 
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TRANSPORTATION

The existing transportation system is auto-
oriented and impacted by freight traffic. In
addition, principal and minor arterials often
bisect interstate gateways, which during peak
traffic hours add challenges for drivers.

Interconnectivity should be encouraged to lessen
short trips on the main roads, and to
accommodate pedestrians and cyclists with a
safe route separated from the heavily trafficked
roadways.  

 Transportation
improvements should reflect
the need for congestion
mitigation while providing
safe and adequate access for
the residences adjacent near
the Interstate Gateway.

The transition from residential
to the often commercial and
industrial use within the
interstate gateway is evident
in several areas as there are
pockets of remaining
residential use and rural
conservation zoning districts
adjacent to the interstate
gateway development.
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES
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Throughout the region and nation, interstate
gateways and their interchanges have become
increasingly homogenous. Land-use
regulations should encourage compatible
mixed uses to create strong and vibrant
communities which form landmarks and a
distinct sense of place. The community
placemaking will provide a unique and distinct
image of Coweta County while also renewing a
sense of pride for the businesses and
residents in the Interstate Gateway and
surrounding areas. 

Interstate Gateways should evolve to be
strong and vibrant activity centers with a
mixture of uses. Design guidelines should
encourage neighborhood-scaled architecture,
signage,  and landscaping, which follow a
cohesive aesthetic. In addition, innovative
land-use regulations and incentives will allow
opportunities for complete communities and
residential planned neighborhoods. Allowing
compact residential areas will also provide
residents the opportunity to shorten their
commutes and live near desired commercial
services. 

VISIONING
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