Dear Citizens,
Thanks for your interest in Coweta County and all that goes into ensuring we remain the vibrant, high
quality community that you chose as your home. This annual “Report to Citizens” gives an overview of
the scope of your county government, the services we were proud to offer and the accomplishments
achieved aimed at making your life better.
Growth continues to bring challenges and
opportunities to our County. We experienced
a 1.7% increase in population over 2016 and
12.4% since the 2010 Census. With this
growth, it is imperative to continue improving
all aspects of government operation to meet
your needs.
Transportation remains a major priority for
our county with 82% of the current SPLOST
dedicated to maintaining your transportation
infrastructure at a high level.
Progress was steady and on schedule for the
I‐85/Poplar Road interchange. This project,
which is featured on our cover this year, will
open up new commute possibilities and
provide easy access to Piedmont Newnan
Hospital as well as other medical services
being offered in that area.
B
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required if we are to provide a seamless
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was the 5‐Points Round‐A‐Bout, a joint Special
Purpose Local Option Sales Tax venture with
the City of Newnan. While completed in 2016, the project received both state and national recognition
in 2017 for its design and effectiveness. Another cooperative effort with GDOT and USDOT at the
Newnan‐Coweta County Airport (CCO) opened the parallel taxiway providing greater safety and
additional property for further development.
Coweta citizens enjoy excellent services. Our voting
operation is one of the best in the state and was
selected to host a team of election specialists from
across the U.S. to share how we handle the
recruitment and training of poll workers, the
budgetary process and dealing with candidates and
elected oﬃcials. Fire/Rescue is another area of pride
with 2017 awards for EMS Service of the Year by
Region 4 EMS and for Paramedic of the Year. Our
Emergency Management Agency (EMA) works
tirelessly behind the scenes to make sure everyone
is ready for any possible emergency situation and
was recognized by Georgia Emergency Management
and Homeland Security Director Homer Bryson.
Coweta County continues to offer the best in social
Elec on Superintendent Jane Scoggins (le ) during
media unveiling a major website rehabilitation in
a visit with a team of elec on specialists learning
2017 designed to make the County’s interaction
how Coweta handles the elec on process.
with citizens more functional with better design.
The increased functionality makes finding
information on county operations easier and increases interaction via online applications and surveys.
We encourage you to take an active role in county operations. Volunteer, serve on a Board or
Commission, attend Commission meetings and public hearings and never be afraid to ask questions.
Our goal is to continue improving your County to make services better, communication more
transparent and interaction easier.
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Alphonso Smith, 2017 Commission Chairman


In Memorium

Coweta County lost 5 members of our employee family in 2017
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Served Coweta
07/21/86 – 02/06/17

Served Coweta
02/07/00 – 03/02/17

Served Coweta
02/08/10 – 08/10/17

Served Coweta
07/01/11 – 07/03/17

Served Coweta
08/29/94 – 11/09/17

Parallel taxiway completed at the
Newnan‐Coweta County Airport
Rehabilitated and resurfaced
32.922 miles of roads and streets
Widened 5.383 miles of existing
roadway pavement to provide an
18‐inch minimum paved shoulder
Thermoplastic striping and
pavement marking installed on 24
miles of roadway
Reviewed plans for, inspected
construction of, and accepted into
County maintenance 5.438 miles
of new subdivision streets
Received a $1.5 Million Georgia
Transportation Infrastructure Bank
(GTIB) grant toward construction of
the Madras Connector, Phase 1
project from US 29 to Herring Road
(including a new bridge over the CSX Coweta County Traansit added a 6th shu le bus to its ﬂeet In 2017. The new
shu le bus (with wheelchair
w
li ) went into service in September. The new shu le
Railroad)
features a wider aisle and wider steps for ease of access and comfort. Like the
Awarded $400,000 in federal funds bus
b
in county’s transit ﬂeet, the 6th bus is equipped with
exis ng 5 shu le buses
from the Atlanta Regional
video monitoring and
a rou ng technology.
Commission (ARC) to study the
Poplar Road corridor from east of Newnan
Crossing Blvd to SR 16
Coweta County Transit (a Section 5311
Program) completed its 8th year of
operations providing 28,776 trips, covering
204,478 miles within the County. Of the
2017 transit trips made, 42% were to local
technical schools/workforce training
facilities, 25% were made by senior citizens,
14% were medical appointments, 10% were
employment trips, and 9% were other trips
(shopping, social, etc.). In August, the
county received a new 6th shuttle van that
was added to the fleet providing additional
ridership capacity

Lots Recorded

Development, Planning &
Growth




Public Safety

Reviewed 18 new subdivisions (comprised
of 1,035 proposed lots), 6 new commercial
projects, and 14 new industrial projects
Issued 418 new business licenses, a 19%
increase from 2016 and renewed over 3000
licenses. The office collected $1,264,450.08
in revenue, a 4% increase from 2016, and
collected over $500,000 in delinquent taxes
3,739 building permits issued for all
categories in 2017, almost 500 more than
the previous year
Contract signed for a complete revaluation
of all Agricultural and Residential properties
within the county. The process will take at
least 24 months and will be implemented
for tax year 2020. Contracted appraisers
have been working throughout the county
and its municipalities
144,928 tag applications processed,
compared to 141,634 in 2016, a 2.4%
increase
22,299 on‐line tag renewals were processed
as compared to 19,060 in the previous year



Coweta County Fire/Rescue responded to
19,026 calls in 2017



A joint holiday effort between Fire/Rescue
and the Newnan Fire Department installed
1,121 smoke alarms during the “12 Days of
Christmas” campaign



Fire/Rescue was honored as Region 4 EMS
Service of the Year and Paramedic of the Year



Fire/Rescue & Sheriffs Office Patrol Division,
conducted numerous sessions of tourniquet
training in a federally funded 2017 initiative
"Stop the Bleed" teaching officers and teachers
how to respond to serious casualty events



The Sheriff’s Office purchased a TruNarc
handheld Narcotics Analyzer to aid Drug
Investigators in identifying illegal narcotics



Through a partnership with PetSmart
Charities, the Sheriff’s Office purchased
three (3) new drug dogs that were trained in
narcotic detection and tracking. CCSO
continues to be a regional law enforcement
leader in this area



The Sheriff’s Office implemented a "Drone
Program" using seized assets to provide
assistance to a multitude of operations





Life & Culture
The film industry had a busy year in Coweta County
with location scouts calling nearly every week.


“The Walking Dead” TV series continued
filming with production based at Raleigh
Riverwood Studios in Senoia. Tourists from
Peru, France, Switzerland, Germany and
Australia visited Coweta to see the filming
locations



Event Services/CVB continued to work with
the Atlanta CVB, Covington CVB, City of
Conyers and town of Woodbury developing an
“Undead Trail” brochure combining zombies
from “The Walking Dead” and vampires from
“Vampire Diaries”, allowing visitors to visit
locations where both are filmed



Other projects that filmed in the County
included a movie, “The House with the Clock
in the Wall” and a TV pilot, “Insatiable”

UGA Extension continued to find new ways to
involve today’s youth.


4‐H Project Achievement, a learning process
to gain and strengthen skills in preparing and
presenting a demonstration, saw revamped
lessons, resources, and handouts to make
them more relevant and interactive



Master Gardener Extension Volunteers
(MGEV) worked in collaboration with the
Newnan Boys & Girls Club to provide the “I
Can Garden Club”, inviting children to learn
about gardening through hands‐on activities
and eating the healthy vegetables they grew

New Subdivisions
One of the many community outreach projects
of the Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce each year is Special
Olympics. SRO Adam Elbrecht hands out the
awards for the 2017 Bowling compe on.

Residen al Zoning Approvals
(non‐subdivision houses)

DUI Court: 14 graduates, 6 enrolled in
secondary education, 100% employment rate
Veterans Court: 11 enrolled in secondary
education, 1 started a business, 90%
employment rate
Family Treatment Court: helped return 6
children to their families, grew from 6 to 26
participants, 93% employment rate

The Coweta Public Library System continued to set
records.


Circulation exceeded 500,000

Courts



88,545 registered library users (2nd in state)



Probate Court handles life matters including
Birth, Marriage & Death Certificate Copies;
Marriage Licenses; Firearms Licenses and
Administration of Estates and Guardianships.
Probate Court statistics included:

3,967 Weapon Carry Applications

1,737 Probate/Guardianship matters

1,121 Marriage Licenses

Program attendance exceeded 21,000



Upgraded internet service to 100Mbps at all
branches using grant funding



Partnered with Coweta County Family
Connection, CLICK, Brooks Elementary School,
Coweta/Fayette EMC, Goodwill of Newnan,
Coweta DFACS, AARP and Rising Phoenix
Enrichment Program

Accountability Courts are alternative sentencing
options drastically saving taxpayer money by
reducing incarceration rates while ensuring
participants are employed, pay taxes and child
support. State grant funding for Accountability
Courts totaled $496,994.
Accountability Courts statistics included:

Drug Court: 14 graduates, 6 GED’s, 1 pursuing
addiction recovery certification, 2 enrolled in
secondary education, 96% employment rate

The Recreation Department continued partnering with
local organizations to provide quality recreational
opportunities in addition to operating its own program
offerings allowing opportunities for all ages.


The Leroy H. Johnson Recreation Complex at
Senoia saw major work completed to ensure a
2018 opening



Senior offerings included programs at community
centers across the county as well as at the
Tommy Thompson Senior Center

ON THE COVER: EXIT 44
The Poplar Road/I‐85 Interchange began
taking shape in 2017. The new interchange
is scheduled to open in early 2019. Thanks
to the Coweta County Sheriff’s Office Drone
Program for photography assistance.

Coweta Financials
General Fund

The General Fund represents revenues and expenses required to run the day to day
functions of county government. This fund does not include revenues or expenditures for the following: Special
Purpose Local Option Sales Tax, the Fire Fund (funds the Fire Department), EMS/Ambulance (funded by charges
for services) and E‐911 (funded by fees charged to citizens via their phone bills, both land line and cellular).

2017 AT‐A‐GLANCE
Population
143,114
Population Growth 2010‐2017
12.4%
Median Age
37.5
Median Household Income
$65,244
Unemployment Rate (AVG)
3.8%
Median House Value
$182,300
Number of Employees (Full & Part‐time)
950
SPLOST Dedicated to Transportation
82%
Opera ng Budget
$71.7 million

&
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Sales Tax
27.13%

Property Tax
45.90%
erty Tax

Sales Tax

Economic Development
In 2017, there were 736 new jobs created
and new investment via expansions or new
locations of more than $1.3 million.
Mallaghan GSE, headquartered in Northern
Ireland, and one of the fastest‐growing
Airport Ground Support Equipment
manufacturers worldwide, located its USA
office in the Shenandoah Industrial Park.
Of the 736 new jobs created, many were
the result of exis ng industry expansion
or ramping up of produc on including:

SYGMA, 156 jobs

Cargill, 120 jobs

Elite Comfort Solu ons, 130 jobs

Hitachi Construc on Machinery
(formerly Kawasaki), 20 jobs

Oldcastle Precast, 10 jobs

Tencate Protec ve Fabrics, 30 jobs

Bonnell Aluminum, 30 jobs

Niagara Bo ling, 10 jobs

Revenues
Approximately $71.7 million in 2017

Transfers In 0.95%
Transfer from
Fund Balance 2.46%

Miscellaneous 0.37%
Intergovernmental
Revenues 1.74%

THIS REPORT REFLECTS UNAUDITED FIGURES
Housing
& Development 3.32%

Expenditures

Approximately $71.7 million in 2017

Public Health
& Welfare 0.60%

General
Government
20.29%
Judicial
12.75%

Public Safety
38.61%
&

SPLOST UPDATE ‐ Special Purpose Local Op on Sales Tax
The Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) is approved by voters for a specific length of time and
for specific capital projects. Voters approved SPLOST a seventh time to be effective 2013 through
2018. SPLOST revenues must be spent on predetermined projects. SPLOST is not used for personnel or
operations costs. SPLOST is paid by anyone shopping in Coweta County. For the current SPLOST, roadway and
transportation improvements make up 82% of expenditures. Projected revenues are $120 million, with $81.4
million (67.83%) going to Coweta County. The remainder is distributed to our local municipalities (Newnan,
Senoia, Grantville, Moreland, Palmetto, Sharpsburg, Turin and Haralson) on a population basis.
How is Coweta’s share of the 2013 SPLOST allocated? Transportation: $66.9 million; Recreation: $6.25
million; Sheriff: $4 million; Fire: $3.5 million and Emergency Management: $400,000
How much of the 2013 SPLOST has been expended? Transportation: $53,965,606.40; Recreation:
$4,894,718.69; Sheriff: $ 4,000,149.95; Fire: $2,262,689.17 and Emergency Management: $627,018.88
Voters approved a continuation of SPLOST in 2017 which will run from 2019 to 2024 and is estimated to
provide $140 million in revenue for use throughout the county. Thank you!

